Building Vocabulary: Research Definitions
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icrosoft Word 2003 has a Research Feature that allows you to find definitions and other information about words or phrases. Click on a word you want to know more about, right-click, and choose Look Up. The “Research pane” opens. Click the green arrow to get more information, including definitions. 

Directions: Read the following passage from Mark Twain’s story. Find definitions of the words in red in the short story below. Use the techniques listed above to find definitions. You can copy and paste the results from the Research Pane. Go to page 2 to record your answers.
The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County

by MARK TWAIN

In compliance with the request of a friend of mine, who wrote me from the East, I called on good-natured, garrulous old Simon Wheeler, and inquired after my friend's friend, Leonidas W. Smiley, as requested to do, and I hereunto append the result. I have a lurking suspicion that Leonidas W. Smiley is a myth; that my friend never knew such a personage; and that he only conjectured that, if I asked old Wheeler about him, it would remind him of his infamous Jim Smiley, and he would go to work and bore me nearly to death with some infernal reminiscence of him as long and tedious as it should be useless to me. If that was the design, it certainly succeeded.

I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the barroom stove of the old, dilapidated tavern in the ancient mining camp of Angel's, and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed, and had an expression of winning gentleness and simplicity upon his tranquil countenance. He roused up and gave me good-day. I told him a friend of mine had commissioned me to make some inquiries about a cherished companion of his boyhood named Leonidas W. Smiley—Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley—a young minister of the Gospel, who he had heard was at one time a resident of Angel's Camp. I added that, if Mr. Wheeler could tell me anything about this Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley, I would feel under many obligations to him.

Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner and blockaded me there with his chair, and then sat me down and reeled off the monotonous narrative which follows this paragraph. He never smiled, he never frowned, he never changed his voice from the gentle-flowing key to which he tuned the initial sentence, he never betrayed the slightest suspicion of enthusiasm; but all through the interminable narrative there ran a vein of impressive earnestness and sincerity, which showed me plainly that, so far from his imagining that there was anything ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it as a really important matter, and admired its two heroes as men of transcendent genius in finesse. To me, the spectacle of a man drifting serenely along through such a queer yarn without ever smiling, was exquisitely absurd. As I said before, I asked him to tell me what he knew of Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley, and he replied as follows. I let him go on in his own way, and never interrupted him once…..
Go to the next page to record your definitions:

	My Name:
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type name" 


	Word
	Definition

	compliance
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	garrulous
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	append
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	personage
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	conjectured
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	infamous
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	tedious
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	dilapidated
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	countenance
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	monotonous
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	earnestness
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	transcendent
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 

	finesse
	 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "Click here - type definition" 


To read the rest of the story Ctrl+Click on the link below:
http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/frog.html
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